Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RESTRICTED 


u:jited  states  deparbient  of  . agriculture 

Production  and  Marketing  Administration 
Food  Distribution  Programs  Branch 


MOITHI.Y  FOOD  SUPPLY  REPORT  -  I.IARCH  19ii6 


The  monthly  survey  of  +-he  adequacy  of  food  supplies  ,  reflected  slight  changes 
L'l  early  March  as  compared  to  the  prerious  month.    Supplies  of  canned  and 
frozen  fruits,  dry  beans,  beef  and  veal,  cured  pork  (except  salted  fat  cuts), 
warmed  meats,  dairy  products,  fats  and  oils,  laundry  soaps,  and  rice  v/ere 
£:enerally  scarce.    Supplies  of  canned  juices,  canned  and  frozen  vegetables, 
fresh  oranges,  vniite  potatoes,  cabbage,  sugar,  shell  eggs,  and  chicken  were 
generally  meeting  demands  in  the  early  part  of  March. 

The  203  reports  as  sumir.arized  in  this  analysis  arc  based  on  information 
gathered  by  field  representatives  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Adminis- 
tration during  the  first  week  of  March  at  meetings  of  food  advisory  com- 
mittees and  by  direct  contacts  with  the  food  trade.    Reports  were  received 
from  the  five  regions  as  follows:     Northeast  29,  Midwest  6l,  South  l;^. 
Southwest  38,  and  vYest  35.  ' 

The  analysis,  as  in  the  past,  is  divided  into  three  parts.     Part  I  gives 
a  narrative  summary  of  the  month's  developments.     Part  II  gives  percentage 
figures  for  each  region,  dividing  comraodities  into  three  groups:  generally 
scarce,  generally  adequate,  and  unbalanced.    It  must  be  remembered  that  these 
percentages  are  based  on  the  nijmber  of  areas  reporting  the  situation,  rather 
than  on  qaantitive  measures.     Furthermore,  each  area  report  is  given  equal 
v;eight  in  com.puting  the  region  and  U.  S.  totals.     Thus,  shortage  situations 
or  differences  among  regions  may  be  exaggerated,     part  III  shoxvs  the  food 
situation  in  28  selected  localities. 

The  three  categories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  in  this  survey  are  defined 
as  follows: 

Scarce:         Supply  is  less  than . three-quarters  of  current 


demand. 


Adequate : 


Supply  more  than  three-quarters  of  current  demand 
but  not  s'lfficiently  .in  excess  of  such  demand  to 
cause  excesoive  inventories. 


Surplus 


Able  t«  obtain  supplies  in  quantities  greater _ than 
demand.     Inventories  heavy  and  rapidly  becoming 
excessive  in  viov;  of  ciirrent  level  jf  demand. 


PART  I  -  ADEQUACY  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Canned  Fruits;    A  slight  decline  in  the  availability  of  peaches  and  fruit 
cocktail  was  reflected  by  a  fevrer  nijmber  of  areas  reporting  adequate  supplies 
than  the  previous  month.    Supplies  of  pears  and  pineapple  remained  short  in 
aLuOst  all  areas.    Peaches  ai-e  the  most  readily  available  'of  the  four  major 
canned  fruits,  being  in  adequate  supply  in  about  25  percent  of  the  areas 
reporting. 

Canned  Juices :    Grapefruit  .juice,  orange  juice,  and  orange-prapef  ruit  blended 
.luice  '■.'ere  in  adequate  supply  in  practically  all  areas  iTith  a  surplus  of 
grapefruit  juice  reported  in  over  10  percent  of  t;"ie  areas  in  the  South'TOst, 
Although  a' slightly  larger  proportion  of  the  areas  than  in  early  February 
reported  a  scarcity  of  tomato  juice,  it  still  is  reported  adequate  in  87  per- 
ce'it  of  all  areas.    Pineapple  juice  continued  to  be  reported  scarce  in 
9S  percent  of  all  areas. 

Canned  Vegetables:   '  Compared  with  early  February--  liti,le  change  vras  observed 
in  the  prjpoi-tion  of  areas  reporting  adequate  supplies  of  snap  beans,  corn, 
and  peas.     Supplies  were  generally  adequate  throughout  all  of  the  five  regions. 
In  March  a  larger  proportion  of  the  areas  than  in  February  reported  tomatoes 
in  scarce  supply  in  each  of  the  five  regions  and  in  no  region  did  over  2k  per- 
cent of  the  areas  report  adequate  supplies,. 

Frozen  Foods:     Frozen  fruits  continued  in  short  supply  generally.  There 
appeared  to  be  little  change  from  the  previous  month  when  apricots  and 
peaches  yjsre  reported  scarce  in  about  60  percent  of  the  areas  and  strawberries 
;r-'carce  in  almost  all  oxeas,     Coifipared  with  February  little  change  was  noted 
in  the  supply  of  frozen  vegetables.    Snap  beans,  corn,  peas,  and  spinach 
were  generally  sufficient  to  meet  demand  in  most  regions.    Lima  beans  re- 
mained generally  scarce. 

Dried  Foods;    Supplies  of  dried  pr^ones  iiiiproved  in  four  of  the  five  regions 
and  appeared  to  be  generally  adequate  and  well  distributed  among  the  regions. 
For  tue  country  as  a  -.vhole,  5U  percent  of  the  areas  reported  raisins  as  ade- 
quate this  month  compared  with  I46  percent  last  month.    However,  there  rra.s 
little  c'lange  in  the  North.east,  some  deterioration  in  the  Midvrest,  and 
improvement  in  the  other  regions.    Dried  beans  were  reported  scarce  in  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  areas  than  in  the  previous  month  with  82  percent 
reporting  supplies  insufficient  to  meet  demands. 

Fresh  Foods:    Cabbage,  oranges,  and  Irish  potatoes  were  reported  adequate  or 
surplus  in  pracr.ically  ail  areas,  reflecting  little  cha.^ge  from  tiie  previous 
month.    However,  th^  proportion  of  areas  reporting  a  surplus  of  potatoes 
increased  sligntly_  in  the  Southvrcst  and  Vfest  hut  decreased  in  the  other  regions. 

Meats,  Dairy  Products,  Fats,  Sugar,  and  Other  Items 

Meats:    Only  approximately  one-half  of  the  areas  in  the  countiy  reported  ade- 
quate supplies  of  beef.     In  general  supplies  vtcvq  predominantly  adequate  in 
the  Vii'estern  Region  and  scarce  in  the  Northeastern  and  Southern  Regions.  Veal 
continued  in  shor't  supply  in  about  70  percent  of  the  areas  for  the  country 
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as  a  whole,  but  varied  from       to  91  p.^rcent  scarce  in  individual  regions, 
La'iib  v.'as  short  oi"  lonand  in  1^2  percent  c.f  the  aroas  repo:'tiii{j.  However, 
supplier  improved  relatD.ve  to  the  der.and  durin^;  tiie  last  :;ionth  ir:  all  regions 
except  the  Southv;est,  and  inproverrient  v/as  particularly  marked  in  ti.e  I;lid\rest, 
Poi-i<  loins  and  chops,  as  virell  as  fresh  haras  a;id  shoulders  coi:ti;inr;d  to  be 
reported  as  scarce  ii'.  over  tvro- thirds  of  tiio  areas.    The  proportion  of 
areas  reporting  a  scarcity  of  pork  loin  chops  and  roasts  increased  from 
February  in  all  regions  except  th.e  iiid'-.'est.    Cured  hams  and  sho^Hders,  and 
bacon  were  in  siiort  supply  in  abovt  8^  percent  of  ti.a  areas  reporting,  sliow- 
ing  little  change  from  the  previous  month.    An  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
areas  repoi^tin^-  ade4uate  supplies  of  salted  fat  cuts  was  notod  in  all  regions. 
Mo  significant  change  from  the  previous  month  was  noted  in  t'le  supply  of 
canned  meats  and  cold  cuts.    Only  about  one-half  of  the  areas  reported  canned 
meat  as  adequate  but  over  90  percent  reported  cold  cuts  as  adequ.ate. 

Fish ;    Fresh  and  frozen  fish  were  reported  as  adequate  in  tvro-thirds  of  the 
ax^eas  aid  little  or  no  change  was  noted  in  the  supply  siti;ation  from  the 
■previous  2  months,    Canried  salmon,  tuna,  and  sardines  continued  scarce  in 
almost  all  areas,  • 

Daily  products:     Butter  supplies  were  inadequate  to  meet  demand  in  91  percent 
of  the  areas  reporting.     Only  in  the  Midwest,  where  31  percent  so  reported, 
wore  supplies  adequate  in  any  appreciable  number  of  areas.    Ghees os  ;;ere 
very  scarce.     Reports  indicate  a  definite  dov.rrward  trend  in  supplies  in 
relation  to  demand,    Evapoi'ated  rrdlk  supplies  were  inadequate  in  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  areas  than  in  Febi'uary,  continuing  the  trend  of  the  last 
fev;  iiionths.    Only  u3  percent  of  ail  areas  reported  adequate  supplies  the 
first  part  of  March,  '  _ 

Fats  and  Oils:    jMargarine  supplies,  reflecting  small  supplies  of  butter, 
".7ei-e  insufficient  to  meet  demands  in  77  percent  of  the  areas.     This  supply 
situation  vms  tne  worst  that  has  been  i-eported  during  the  past  6  monti^s. 
Althougri  a  general  scarcity  of  lai'd  prevailed  in  most  regions,  supplies 
were  adequate  in  more  areas  {''S  percent)  in  early  March  Wian  in  a  number 
of  previous  months.    Shortening  and  salad  oils  continued  to  be  reported 
scarce  in  about  97  percent  of  the  areas. 

Soap:    For  the  country  as  a  wliole,  the  soap  situation  renaiaed  about  the 
same  as  in  February  vdth  supplies  generally  scarce.    A  slight  iniprovemont 
7/as  reported  for  all  t^/pes  of  soap  in  the  Western  region.     In  the  Southwest, 
supplies  of  washing  powder  improved  slightly  in  relation  to  demand  but  in 
tl'.e  Northeast  soap  flakes  and  granules,  as  well  as  washing  powder  vrere.  re- 
ported scarce  in  100  pcrcer.t  of  the  areas  compared  v;ith  96  percent  in 
February, 

Sugar ;    Sugar  supplies  were  generally  adequate  to  meet  the  coupon  demand  . 
w-itn  over  bO  percent  of  the  areas  in  each  region  reporting  this  condition. 
In  ohe  Norther. st  region  sugar  was  meeting  demands  in  most  ^reas  for  .  the 
first  time  in  several  months. 

Other  Items;    Shell  egg  supplies  remained  generally  adequate,  the  san:e  as 
report jd  a  month  earlier,  in  four  of  the  five  regions.     In  all  regions  some 
areas  reported  a  surplus  and  in  the  '.Vestern  re;pLon  there  vras  a  marked 
increase  in  areas  reporting  this  condition.    Supplies  of  chicken  v;ere  adequate 
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in  all  regions,  arid  in  three  regions  from  l6  to  35  percent  of  the  areas  re- 
ported a  surplus. 

Rice  continued  short  of  demand  in  most  areas,  and  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
a.reas  reijorted  short  supplies  than  at  any  tirae  since  October,    A  sharp  in- 
crease in  the  nmber  of  areas  reporting  a  scarcity  v.'as  noted  in  the  South 
and  Southwest, 


PART  II  -  NATIONAL  AMD  REGIOMAL  SITUATIOM  3Y  C0I£.10DITIES 

FOODS  THAT  ARE  GEIiERiiLLY  SCARCE  (A)  —  reported  scarce  by  at  least  one-third 
')f  tr.e  areas  in  all  five  regions,    National  figures  are  based  on  the  actual 
nuinber  of  areas  reporting,  and  are  not  averages  of  the  regional  percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  Scarce  Supplies 


U.S. 

N.E, 

M.W. 

Sj_, 

S.Vf, 

Fruits  and  vegetabLiS 

Ganr:ed  fruit  cocktail 

93 

93 

97 

96  ■ 

92 

86 

Canned  peaches 

75 

■    100  . 

•  70 

80 

82 

li6 

Canned  pears 

92 

100 

97 

.  93 

92 

71; 

Canned  pinea.pple 

99 

97 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Canned  pineapple  juice 

98 

93  ■ 

100 

98 

1,00 

100 

Canned  tomatoes 

83 

100 

79 

7.6 

90 

77 

Frozen  apricots 

58 

76 

■  58 

65 

51 

U3 

Frozen  peaches 

57 

76 

■  53 

60 

.  6;l 

iiO 

Frozen  strai'/berries 

97 

97 

96 

95 

97 

100 

Frozen  beans,  lima 

68 

69 

65 

71 

78 

57 

Dry  beans 

32 

100 

75 

8U 

Qk 

71 

Mea"OS,  dairy  products,  and  fats 

Vpali  stpa.cs^  choos     rind  roasts 

69 

97 

52 

89 

7k 

Pork:  loin,  chops,  and  roasts 

66 

90 

59 

78 

53 

5k 

ham  and  shoulder,  fresh- 

71 

90 

67 

7.6 

66 

63 

ham  and  shoulder,  cured 

83  . 

90 

7k 

82 

8U 

89 

bacon 

86 

79 

78 

87 

92 

97 

Canned  saLaon 

97 

100 

97 

100 

97 

89 

Canned  tuna                    •  - 

9h 

100 

97 

93 

92 

89 

Canned  sardines 

92 

93 

■  98 

89 

87 

89 

Butter 

91 

100 

69 

100 

97 

97 

Cheese  (all  types) 

93 

100 

86 

93 

92 

97 

Evaporated  milk 

57 

3h 

3h 

91 

90 

37 

Margarine 

77 

100 

h9 

6k 

90 

100 

Sho rtening 

97 

96 

100 

93 

92" 

100 

Salad  oil 

97 

93 

100 

96 

95 

.100 

Seap:  bar  laundry 

99 

97 

100 

100 

100 

'97 

flakes  and  granules 

97 

100 

98 

100 

97 

89 

washing  powder 

93 

100 

■.  93 

100 

Qk 

86 

Miscellaneous 

5U 

Rico 

69 

72 

61; 

78 

82 

-  u  - 


FOODS  THAT  ARE  rTE^iE.RALLY  ADE^'^ATE  (B)  —  reported  in  adeq'.:ate  or  surplus  supply  by 
raore  than  two-thirds  of  the  are^.s  in  all  five  regions.    Percenta^res  starred  in- 
clude 10  percent  or  more  "surplus"  reports;  those  double-st-^rred  include  25  per- 
cent or  r.-.ore.    yational  fic-res  are  based  on  the  actual  nujr.b^r  of  areas  reporting: 
and  are  not  avera?res  of  the  regional  percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  Adequate  or  Surplus  Supplies 


U.S. 

N.E. 

M.V/. 

1l 

S'.W. 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Canned  grapefruit  juice 

98 

97 

100 

100 

100- 

9i 

Canned  orange  juice 

99 

97 

100 

100 

100' 

97 

Canned  orange-grapefruit  juice  97 

97 

100 

95 

100 

91 

Canned  beans,  green  ft  wax 

oy 

97 

93 

98 

95 

86  - 

Canned  corn 

AO 

72 

97 

67 

•  76 

91 

Canned  peas 

QO 

90 

95 

87 

90 

100 

Canned  tomato  juice 

87 

90 

87 

78 

90 

91 

Frozen  beans,  snap 

t  P 

79 

81 

68 

75 

74 

Frozen  spinach 

8U 

86 

92 

71 

89 

79 

uriea  prunes 

ft! 

69 

87 

76 

82 

83 

UFangcSj   ire  oil 

QQ 

7  7 

1 00 

98 

7'-' 

100 

•100 

100 

Irish  potatoes 

99 

100 

100-- 

100 

97- 

100 

Cabbage,  fresh 

99 

100 

93 

7  ~^ 

98 

100 

100  . 

Meats 

Cold  cuts,  bologna,  salami, 

etc,  86 

98 

37 

95- 

94 

Miscellaneous 

Sugar 

90 

82 

93 

34 

92 

97 

Eggs,  shell 

99- 

100^'i- 

100-- 

98- 

-  100-;'^ 

100-;;- 

Chicken 

94- 

100^;-;:- 

87 

96- 

92-;:- 

97-;;- 

FOODS  TH.-,T  ARE  UI'BALANCED  (U) 

—  reported 

adequate  or 

surplus 

in  more  than  two 

thirds  of  the  areas  in  one  to 

four  regions 

,  scarce  in 

other  regions 

rjational 

figures  are  based  on  the  actual  number  of 

areas  reporting,  and 

are 

not 'averages 

of  the  regional  percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  Adequate 

or  5 

!-irplus  Supplies 

U.S. 

N.E. 

M.W. 

S,'ih 

W._ 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Frozen  corn,  cut 

71 

66 

86 

49 

■  81 

68  ^ 

Frozen  peas 

68 

34 

71 

63 

86 

74  . 

Raisins 

54 

34 

62 

69 

'63  ■ 

43 

Meats,  Fish  and  Fats 

Beef  steaks 

46 

14 

56 

20 

53 

80 

Beef  roasts 

49 

14 

59 

22 

53 

94 

Hamburger 

58 

34 

67 

24 

69 

94 

Lamb  steaks,  chops  &  roasts 

58 

38 

74 

38 

71 

63 

Salted  fat  cuts  • 

58 

72 

59 

73 

50 

34 

Canned  meats 

55 

69 

74 

39 

40 

49 

Fish,  fresh  &  frozen 

68 

55 

83 

69 

54 

71 

Lard 

45 

62 

68 

40 

24 

23. 
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